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Welcome to the latest Newsletter from 
Senator Ivana Bacik. I am delighted and 
honoured to have been elected for the fi rst 
time in 2007 as an Independent Senator to 
represent the Dublin University constituency 
in Seanad Éireann. I hope to represent you 
effectively as a Senator. I will also make sure 
to keep you up to date with the work that I 
am doing in the Seanad, and would be happy 
to raise issues there on your behalf.

Please contact me on: 
ivana.bacik@oireachtas.ie or 01 – 618 3136.

I  am very grateful to have been elected to 
represent the graduates of Dublin University 
(Trinity College and the Dublin Institute of 

Technology) in Seanad Éireann. The Senate or 
Seanad is made up of 60 Senators, six of whom are 
elected by university graduates, eleven appointed 
by the Taoiseach and the remaining 43 elected by 
TDs, Senators and Councillors. There is a widespread 
consensus about the need for Seanad reform, and 
I support current proposals to make the Seanad 
structures more democratic.

However, despite the need for structural reform, as 
the Upper House in our parliamentary system the 
Seanad can and does play an important role in the 
legislative process. It can also be used as a valuable 
platform for launching social reforms and raising 
political issues that would not otherwise get public 
attention.

This is a vital function of the Seanad. Although there 
is a widespread view that the ‘liberal agenda’ has 
been achieved, much more must still be done to 
ensure that the necessary social changes are made to 
improve the lives of disadvantaged communities and 
individuals in Irish society. 

The Seanad is the ideal forum for promotion of a 
radical and progressive social agenda for this decade 

and beyond. I will be working hard to promote this 
agenda in the Seanad, and would really appreciate 
your support in this endeavour. 

As a Senator, I am campaigning on issues such 
as the right to legal recognition for gay couples, 
childcare rights, abortion rights, the right to paid 
paternity leave, educational equality, criminal justice 
and penal policy reforms and the strengthening of 
environmental protections. I have been appointed 
as a member of the Committee on Justice, Equality, 
Defence and Women’s Rights, and in that capacity 
am working on a range of campaigns.

Since the Seanad began sitting in September 2007, 
I have already put forward a number of important 
and radical initiatives. 

In October 2007, I launched a Climate Protection 
Bill, which would bind the Government to making 
3% cuts in carbon emissions every year between 
now and 2050. This Bill was backed by many 
environmental and development NGOs. For more 
information, see the Friends of the Earth website 
(www.foe.ie) or www.ivanabacik.com.

In June 2008, I supported the Lisbon Treaty 
referendum, on the basis that its adoption would 
have brought the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
into force; and would have allowed the entry of 
other states into the EU.

Other issues I have raised include a call for the 
separation of church and state, and the extension of 
multi-denominational schooling; the introduction 
of paid paternity leave; extension of universal child 
benefi t payments to children of asylum-seekers; an 
alternative approach to drugs regulation and prison 
policy; an end to the advertising of alcoholic drinks 
on children’s sports jerseys; and an increase in the 
representation of women in politics. 

I would be glad to raise any issues for you in the 
Seanad – just email me on ivana.bacik@oireachtas.ie.

Best wishes,

Ivana with John Hume and Maurice Hayes at the 2008 Burren 
Law School, Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare, May 2008.



CLIMATE 
PROTECTION BILL 2007
Together with Friends of the Earth (FoE), I have been working 
to ensure that practical steps are taken towards addressing the 
enormous challenge of global warming or climate change. 

A vital practical step is the introduction of strong legislation to 
underpin the Government’s stated commitment to tackling climate 
change.

With the support of environmental and development NGOs within 
the Stop Climate Chaos coalition, I drafted a Climate Protection Bill 
which places an enforceable duty upon the Government to make 
cuts every year in greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Bill sets an ongoing statutory goal of reducing emissions by 
at least 3% per year from 2010 onwards; and a long-term goal of 
reducing emissions by at least 60% in 2050.

On 3rd October 2007 I introduced the Climate Protection Bill 2007 
as a Private Member’s Bill in the Seanad. A lively two-hour debate 
took place, at the end of which the debate was adjourned. Further 
debate is due to take place on the Bill this year. 

The campaign for legislation on climate change continues. It is 
up to all of us to seize this opportunity and demonstrate Ireland’s 
commitment to doing its fair share to prevent climate chaos.

You will see further information on the debate about the Bill on 
the Oireachtas website (www.oireachtas.ie). 
If you would like to support the campaign for the Bill, please go 
to stopclimatechaos.ie or www.foe.ie 

Ivana arriving at Leinster House with her new 
daughter Louie Alice, February 2008
Photo: Tom Burke, courtesy of Irish Independent

Burren Law School 2008 Burren Law School 2008 

On 22nd May 2008, together with Mary O’Rourke TD, I hosted a 
briefi ng session for women members of the Oireachtas with Baroness 
Jean Corston, a British Labour peer and author of the Corston Report 
(2007) on Women in Prison, which called for a radical change in the 
treatment of women offenders, recommending that women’s prisons 
should be closed. Jean Corston and I also spoke at a seminar hosted 
by the Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice, advocating alternatives to 
imprisonment for women offenders. 

I have always campaigned for prison reform and am highly critical of 
the over-use of imprisonment generally. I have recently been active 
in opposing the development of the new ‘super-prison’ at Thornton 
Hall. However, I believe that the case against prison is particularly 
strong for the most vulnerable groups; juveniles and women 
offenders. Because the vast majority of women prisoners have not 
been convicted of crimes of violence, and are ‘damaged’ rather 
than ‘damaging’, community sanctions would be more appropriate 
penalties for them. Prison should truly be an option of last resort 
– we should work towards rehabilitation not incarceration. 

RADICAL CHANGE NEEDED ON RADICAL CHANGE NEEDED ON 
PRISON POLICY – AND PRISON POLICY – AND 
WOMEN’S IMPRISONMENTWOMEN’S IMPRISONMENT

Ivana with EU Commissioner Charlie McCreevy 
and Dr. John Fingleton, Burren Law School, May 
2008.

A conference on law and politics that I directed was held 
in May 2008 in Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare, with the theme 
of ‘East meets West – a clash of cultures?’. Speakers at 
the conference included John Hume, Lara Marlowe, EU 
Commissioner Charlie McCreevy, John Fingleton of the 
Offi ce of Fair Trading UK, John O’Shea of GOAL, Maurice 
Hayes, Conor O’Clery, Judge Roderick Murphy and Mary 
Banotti.

Highlights of the conference included John Hume’s 
moving presentation drawing on his key role in the 
Northern Ireland peace process; the opening speech by 
Commissioner Charlie McCreevy on the importance of 
economic links between the EU, Russia and the Far East; 
Irish Times correspondent Lara Marlowe’s discussion of 
the confl ict between law and religion in Islamic countries, 
in which she focused on the ban on religious political 
parties in Turkey; the talk by Quentin Peel, International 
Editor of the Financial Times, about the need for the EU to 
continue its expansion eastwards; John O’Shea’s critique 
of Western Governments’ aid policies; and Conor O’Clery’s 
lively account of his own experiences working as a western 
journalist in China.

For more information, see the website of the Burren Law 
School 2008: www.burrenlawschool.org.



NEWS FROM
TRINITY 
Trinity Launches iTunes U site
In June 2008, Trinity College became the 
fi rst university in Ireland and one of the 
fi rst in Europe to launch its own iTunes 
U site, featuring free access to audio and 
video fi les on course materials, public 
lectures and presentations, and highlights 
of College life. This initiative will greatly 
enhance the teaching and learning expe-
rience at Trinity.

Trinity Achieves High Ranking
In the Times Higher Education Supple-
ment world university ranking released 
November 2007, Trinity College was 
ranked 53rd in the world and 13th in 
Europe. This is the highest ranking the 
College has ever achieved, up 25 places 
on last year’s world ranking of 78. Trinity 
is the only Irish university to make it into 
the top 100 world universities. 

Update on Re-Structuring
The structure of academic departments 
at Trinity College has recently changed 
with the move in January 2008 from a 
fi ve Faculty structure to three Faculties. 
The three new super-Faculties, into which 
all schools and departments have been 
subsumed, are: (1) Arts, Humanities and 
Social Science; (2) Health Sciences; and (3) 
Engineering, Mathematics and Science. 
Further developments on re-structuring 
are awaited during 2008.

Dublin University LGBT Society 
Turns 25!
Last year marked the twenty-fi fth birth-
day of the Dublin University LGBT Society. 
As Honorary President of the Society, I 
am delighted to wish the committee and 
members a very happy birthday and a 
great year ahead!

Trinity Association Annual Dinner
On 16th May 2008, I was honoured to 
have been invited to address the Trinity 
Association Annual Dinner in the College 
Dining Hall. My presentation focused 
on the changing role of women in Irish 
society. The many distinguished guests in-
cluded Provost Dr. John Hegarty; Dr. Mary 
Henry; William Devlin MA (1972) of the N. 
Ireland TCD Association; Gavin Lloyd MA 
(1964), Chair of the Oxford Branch; Mi-
chael McCann MA (1976), Secretary of the 
Kildare Branch; and Mary Morrissey MSc 
(1986), President of the Dublin University 
Women Graduates Association (DUWGA).

Issues Raised in the Seanad
Since my election, the Motions I have raised 
on the Seanad Order Paper include:

Rescue of Ingrid Betancourt
I strongly welcome the rescue of Ingrid 
Betancourt, the human rights campaigner 
who had been detained by FARC guerrillas 
in Colombia since 2002. I had been 
campaigning to highlight awareness about 
her case for some time. In December 2007 
I was successful in getting a cross-party 
motion adopted by the Seanad, calling for 
the release of Ingrid Betancourt and all 
other hostages held by FARC. The great 
news of her rescue in July 2008 has been 
a tremendous relief to all of us who had 
worked on her case.

Conservation of Marine Environment 
On 25th October 2007, I put a Motion 
before the Seanad calling for Government 
Regulations allowing dredging for cockles 
in Waterford Estuary to be revoked. The 
Regulations allowed fi shing boats to 
conduct dredging for cockles in Waterford 
Estuary, a protected conservation area, 
within certain time periods. The marine 
conservation organisation, Coastwatch 
Ireland, had found that enormous damage 
was being done to the seabed as a result 
of large boats dredging up great quantities 
of cockles, in breach of the EU Habitats 
Directive. In other EU countries, cockle 
fi shing is only allowed by hand. After I 
had brought this issue to its attention, the 
Government introduced new Regulations 
(November 2007) prohibiting any dredging 
for cockles in the Waterford Estuary. A 
small but signifi cant result for marine 
conservation!

Alcohol Advertising on Children’s 
Football Jerseys
On 19th March, 2008, in the Seanad, I raised 
the continued sale in Ireland of replica 
children’s jerseys for English football clubs 
carrying the names of alcohol brands.  Shirts 
or jerseys in the name of clubs like Liverpool 
FC are on sale in children’s sizes in sports 
shops all over Ireland, bearing logos for 
well-known beers.  These jerseys continue 
to be sold in Ireland, despite the fact that 
they are no longer available in Britain since 
1st January 2008, when a new rule was 
adopted there forbidding replica sports kits 
in children’s sizes from carrying sponsors’ 
names, where the sponsor is an alcoholic 
drink company.   I held up a Liverpool FC 
jersey for a 9-10 year old bearing the logo 
of a well-known beer in the Seanad, and 
called on the Minister for Health to take 
urgent action to ensure that the sale of such 
jerseys is ended in Ireland. This got a good 
deal of publicity and I am continuing to put 
pressure on the Minister on this issue.

Primary Education
I have placed a motion before the Seanad 
calling on the Minister for Education to 
explore urgently how best the management 
of the primary education system may be 
structured to ensure equality of access 
to national school places for all children, 
irrespective of their religious denomination.

Female Genital Mutilation
I have placed a motion before the Seanad 
calling upon the Government to bring 
forward legislation specifi cally criminalising 
the practice of female genital mutilation.

Please contact me if you are interested in 
having any Motions raised on other issues!

Ivana with Mary Morrissey, 
President of the DUWGA, Trinity 
Association Dinner, 16th May 2008.

Ivana with Mary O’Rourke TD, Baroness Jean Corston and other women 
Oireachtas members outside Leinster House, 22nd May 2008. 
Photo: Tom Burke, courtesy of Irish Independent
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